
Developing Reading with my Child 

Keep Reading 

Although children will need to read their books,    
continue to read other books.  

Continue to look at the pictures and talk about what 
the pictures tell you. 

Start to look at tricky words, (words you can’t sound 
out) looking at how they are spelt. 

Sounds 

Reinforce letter names and sounds. Daily practice of the sounds 
they are working on will help too! 

E.g. This is the letter a (as in ay) but it sounds like ‘a’ (like in 
apple) 

Karaoke  

Using Karaoke videos on YouTube will help with 
reading, especially if the children enjoy the songs. 
(Dancing optional, but highly recommended!) 

Following the words will develop recognition of 
sounds and words. 

Comprehension 

Children understanding what they have read is essential when we develop our reading skills. 

Sometimes, children are able to read words and sentences, and can sound fluent when reading aloud. However, they need to understand what they are 
reading, as some fluent readers, don’t take in what they have read. Some useful types and examples of questions: 

 Look at the pictures and try to predict what is happening 

 Ask simple questions about what they have read or has been read. 

 Try and get them to think about what the character is thinking / or why they made a decision 

 What will happen next 

 If it’s a factual book, ask some questions where they need to find the answer. Make sure you scan to find subheading to help locate information. 

Tricky Words and Common 
Words 

Some words do not follow the 
‘phonic code’ where you can sound 
it out. We call these ‘tricky 
words’ with the children. They 
will need to learn these by sight.  

Some of our most common words 
(We call High Frequency Words) 
are tricky words, so the more 
exposure to these words will help 
the children. 

Subtitles 

Put the subtitles on the 
TV when watching    
programmes. Following 
the words will develop     
recognition of sounds 
and words. 

Signs In the World 

Read signs and posters 
when out and about. 
Road signs are a good 
way of reading when in 
the car. Word Searches 

Word searches are 
great for developing 
recognition of words 
and spellings. 



Developing Reading with my Child 

Top Marks—Reading Games 

Play some of the reading games on Top Marks. Click the picture to take 
you to the website. 
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Key Stage 2 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/learning-to-read
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading

